
 

 

 

 

YEAR ROUND GARDENING 

 

AUGUST GARDENING CALENDAR 
By Fredricka Bogardus Colorado Master Gardener 

August is the contemplative part 

of summer. Most of the real work 

of gardening is over, yes there 

will still be weeds to pull, and 

grass to mow, just at a slower 

pace. This is a great time to 

evaluate your garden over the 

past summer. You may need to 

improve the length of your 

perennial garden bloom, or try a 

different variety of tomato next 

year. Make some notes and plan 

for next year. 

 

Vegetables:  

 Plant spinach and lettuce mid-month for a fall harvest.  

 Harvest cucumbers intended for slicing when they are 6 to 8 inches.  

 Onions are ready to harvest when their green tops fall over. Lift the bulbs and 

brush off loose soil. Bring them to a protected area like a porch or covered shed. 

Lay them out in a single layer on a surface that permits ventilation top and 

bottom.  

 Peppers can be harvested anytime they achieve the size you need or want.  

 Water tomatoes regularly until late August.  After that, fruit will ripen more quickly 

when water is withheld. 
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Perennial flowers 

 Continue deadheading to extend the bloom season. 

 Newly planted perennials, trees and shrubs need consistent watering to get 

established.  

 Fertilize roses for the last time around August 15th.  Fertilizing later may stimulate 

new succulent growth that could damage the plant if there is an early frost.  

 Divide spring blooming perennials if they need it. One way to tell if a perennial 

plant needs to be divided is if the plant has a ‘hole’ in the middle and doesn’t look 

as attractive as it used to or if blooms decrease or stop altogether. 

 Spring and early summer blooming plants can benefit from dividing in late 

summer 

 Powdery Mildew is a fungal disease that appears as patches of white or gray 

powdery ‘stuff.’ To manage this disease plant resistant varieties, avoid over head 

watering and space plants farther apart to encourage air circulation. Sulfur 

products sprayed during the growing season may help control powdery mildew.  

Shrubs and Trees 

 As woody plants prepare to move into their dormant period it is best not to 

fertilize or prune. An exception is that you should prune off any broken or 

damaged branches.  

Wasps 

 Yellow jackets can be a major headache at August picnics. These aggressive 

carnivorous insects are attracted to your picnic plate. You can put out pheromone 

traps that may provide some relief. Control of these pests is best started in early 

spring when the queens are out foraging for food. In August the colonies are well 

established and difficult to control. Make a note to hang traps next April. If you 

can locate the nest there are pesticides which may be effective. Follow directions 

on the can to use these products. 

 

When you have questions, Colorado State University Extension has research-based 

answers. The Help Desk is open at 17 N. Spruce St. Hours are 9 a.m. to noon and 1 

to 4 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. Call 520-7684 or 

email CSUmg2@elpasoco.com. 
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