
NEWSLETTER
El Paso County 4-H

October 2026

Enrollment has officially opened for the 

2026-2027 4-H year! 

-Returning members, your enrollment deadline 

is December 1st at 5:00 PM!

-New members, your enrollment deadline is 

March 1st at 5:00 PM!

Enroll in 4-H via 4HONLINE HERE

2026-2027 4-H Enrollment is Open! 
Join us at the 2026 El Paso County 

4-H Achievement Awards! 

Date: October 23rd, 2026

Time: 

5:30PM - 6:00 PM - 

Appetizers/Socializing 

6:00 PM - Awards Ceremony 

Location: Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame, 

105 Pro Rodeo Drive, COS, 80919

2026 Achievement Awards
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https://4honline.com/#/user/sign-in


T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

Website Links

Join the Sewing Project!

Band Links
New Website 5

Policies for Success 7
Join Youth County Council
4-H at the Gustafson Gallery

2026 Officer Training 
2026 Achievement Awards

Gymkhana Show 

21Join the Robotics Project 
 

23

Meat Quality Assurance

2026 4-H Open House 13

Poultry Project Fundraiser 
EPC Jr Livestock Sale Committee

Tiny Turkeys Show 

Carve Pumpkins with the Gardening Project!

Volunteer at the 2026 Fall Festival
Volunteer Leaders Symposium 
American Ewe for Youth Program
Fall Online Volunteer Training 
AYHC Virtual Equine College Fair
Veterinary Science Livestream
Broadmoor World Arena Shows 

Articles "4" All
3

Horse

General Projects 

24

4

8
9

Become a 4-H Volunteer! 10
11
12

Colorado State University Extension is an equal opportunity provider: https://col/st/OWMJA
Colorado State University does not discriminate on the basis of disability and is committed to providing reasonable accommodations. https://col/st/OWMJA
CSU’s Office of Engagement and Extension ensures meaningful access and equal opportunities to participate to individuals whose first language is not English. https://col/st/OWMJA
 
Colorado State University Extension es un proveedor que ofrece ingualdad de oportunidades. https://col/st/OWMJA
Colorado State University no disciminia por motivos de discapacidad y se compromete a proporcionar adaptaciones rezonables. https://col/st/OWMJA
Office of Engagement and Extension de CSU garantiza acceso signifcativo e inguladad de oportuidades para participar a las personas quienes su primer idioma no es el inglés.  
https://col/st/OWMJA
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LINK to El Paso County 4-H Policies for Success document

Please note that all articles and flyers in the 4-H Newsletter 
will be run for a limited timeframe (usually 3-4 newsletters or 
less) then will be removed. Please be aware of this and review 
the 4-H Newsletters starting in October of the current 
program year. This will ensure you are not missing out on any 
important program information. Thank you! 

Please click the links below to find the following documents on 
the El Paso County Extension Website.

LINK to What is a Community Service document

LINK to 4-H Branding document

LINK to Accommodations Form 
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https://elpaso.extension.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/44/2026/10/2026-2027-El-Paso-County-Policies-for-Success-Updated-10.1.26.pdf
https://elpaso.extension.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/44/2024/03/What-is-4-H-Community-Service-Instructional-Flyer-2.pdf
https://elpaso.extension.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/44/2024/12/Branding-Policy-1.pdf
https://elpaso.extension.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/44/2024/03/El-Paso-County-4-H-Accomodations-Event-Form-2024-Final-1.pdf
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Follow the Band links below to find more project 
specific information! 

Band App Links 

LINK to Livestock Band Group

LINK to Dairy + Pygmy Goat Band Group

LINK to Small Animal Band Group

LINK to Mini Horse Band Group

LINK to Horse Band Group

LINK to Dog Band Group

LINK to Tabletop Band Group

LINK to Electricity Band Group

LINK to 4-H Shooting Sports Band Group

LINK to Rocketry Band Group

LINK to Robotics Band Group

LINK to Sewing Band Group
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https://www.band.us/n/a0a8b8z5i191W
https://www.band.us/n/a8a5b8z4i603v
https://www.band.us/n/ada3b8z6ib84h
https://www.band.us/n/a9a7b1z5i591b
https://www.band.us/n/a9a8b0z7i402i
https://www.band.us/n/a5acb8z8ofxd3
https://www.band.us/n/a2a9b0z2iaA9A
https://www.band.us/n/aaa4b7zfi8A6R
https://www.band.us/n/acaabdz4i0A9E
https://www.band.us/n/adabb9zei4AfT
https://www.band.us/n/a6a7b0zdieb8C
https://www.band.us/n/aeaabch4VfR5T
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Hello 4-H Families and Volunteers!

Upcoming Website Changes & Construction 

CSU and Extension have been undergoing required and 
necessary website accessibility changes to make Ex tension 
resources more accessible for folks who use screen-
readers, need high-contract documents or other accessible 
materials. This means that each County Extension Office 
Website will undergo these same changes.

What does this mean for our County Website?

Our El Paso County Website will be changing! It will become 
more accessible and hopefully more stream lined. This does 
mean that many of the documents, tabs and pages will be 
moving, changed, or updated to make them more 
accessible.

What does this mean for our County Website?

This change is scheduled to happen in the coming weeks. If 
you need access to a document, please email Jen Loewen 
or Shawna Lamothe and we will help you track down what 
you need. Thank you for your patience as we prepare to 
migrate to our new and improved website! ~ The El Paso 
County 4-H Team
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Meat Quality Assurance (MQA) Training 
Meat Quality Assurance Training teaches the youth about 
the quality of meat and food products that come from 
livestock. Quality assurance for livestock producers means 
making a promise to the consumers, or the people who 
consume the meat, eggs, milk and dairy products, from 
food production animals. The promise made is that 
products from livestock will be the highest possible quality 
and producers will do everything possible to make these 
products safe to eat.

MQA Training will be offered twice. For 2026-2027, an 
interactive classroom style format will be used.
The project areas required to complete MQA training is 
goats, sheep, cattle, swine, poultry, and rabbit.
All first year 4-H members must complete Meat Quality 
Assurance (MQA) in the projects listed above.
Current 4-H members advancing to intermediate (11 
years old) or senior (14 years old) must complete a Meat 
Quality Assurance (MQA) in the projects listed above.
MQA completion must be done at least 45 days prior to 
the El Paso County Fair to be eligible to exhibit at the 
county and/or state fair(s).
Proof of compliance must be submitted to the El Paso 
County Extension Office. 
If the 4-H member is unable to attend an MQA workshop 
in El Paso County, the 4-H member may attend an MQA 
workshop in another county (information for completion 
must be sent to El Paso County office by the deadline 
from the county that the MQA training was completed in)

The first MQA will be offered Monday November 9, 2026, at 
6:00 PM at the Extension Office (17 N Spruce Street).

Please park on the south side parking lot and enter through 
the Staff Only door on the south side of the buidling.

Please register for MQA with this link: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvXIRPPVIl8s3O
7DoJUnTCHr-uCDzIHnnVLo6C_MMLrp1BlQ/viewform

6

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvXIRPPVIl8s3O7DoJUnTCHr-uCDzIHnnVLo6C_MMLrp1BlQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvXIRPPVIl8s3O7DoJUnTCHr-uCDzIHnnVLo6C_MMLrp1BlQ/viewform
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2026-2027 Policies for Success
Welcome to the New 4-H Year!

The El Paso County 4-H Team has updated the Policies for 
Success for the 2026-2027 4-H year. We strongly encourage 
all 4-H family members to carefully review the full 
document (found on the EPC Extension website HERE).

To help highlight what’s changed, we’ve outlined the key 
revisions for the upcoming year below:

New enrollments will be accepted after March 1 of the 
current 4-H year; however, participation is limited. Youth 
enrolled after the March 1 deadline will not be eligible to 
compete at the El Paso County or Colorado State Fairs 
and will incur a $35 late fee, due no later than March 15 
at 5:00 PM.
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https://elpaso.extension.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/44/2026/10/2026-2027-El-Paso-County-Policies-for-Success-Updated-10.1.26.pdf
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Join the 4-H Youth County Council in person, 
or via Zoom! https://zoom.us/j/94664978761 
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https://zoom.us/j/94664978761


Articles "4"  Al l
Check out the entire 4-H Exhibition at the 
Gustafson Gallery HERE
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/csuhealthhumansci/albums/72177720335938171/
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Become a 4-H Volunteer!
RSVP to an In-Person Training HERE
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSelWHEEEqOdNXj96bcs2GhiM10vsU2x6eHTbeb4qzMwLfObHg/viewform


Articles "4"  Al l
2026 4-H Club Officer Training 
RSVP HERE
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfMs_GLXZYni-nwpz1gtZo-8zmLUSamgKcykojS_MSe9qtyGA/viewform
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2026 El Paso County 4-H Achievement Awards 
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2026 El Paso County 4-H Open House 
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2026 El Paso County 4-H Project Exploration Night 
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EPC 4-H Poultry Project Fundraiser
Order online at PandaExpress.com
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https://www.pandaexpress.com/
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Serve on the EPC Jr Livestock Sale Committee

16



Horse
2026 EPC 4-H Horse Gymkhana Show 
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Horse
2026 EPC 4-H Horse Gymkhana Show Showbill
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Horse
2026 EPC 4-H Horse Gymkhana Show Showbill Cont'd
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Miniature Horse
Tiny Turkeys Mini Horse Show 
Pre-Register HERE
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfRqkibq7xtoYC7JoLrKiTzE9Vruw7HM_jIhyK8R7_bi7Xmbg/viewform


General  Projects
Join the Robotics Project! Band Link HERE 
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https://www.band.us/n/a6a7b0zdieb8C


General  Projects
Join the Sewing Project! Band Link HERE 
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https://www.band.us/n/aeaabch4VfR5T


General  Projects
Join the Gardening Project! RSVP HERE 

23

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAC8mB0dbDURtKJTVWxbO39Euql6OSzp-5ROs0rcmMWtMmGg/viewform


General  Projects
Come Carve Pumpkins with the 4-H Gardening Project! 

RSVP HERE
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAC8mB0dbDURtKJTVWxbO39Euql6OSzp-5ROs0rcmMWtMmGg/viewform


Other Opportunit ies

The 2026 Fall Festival will be held at the El Paso 
County Fairgrounds, in the Whittemore Building, on 
October 31, 2026. Hours completed by 4-H 
Volunteers will count towards the early camping 
access for the 2027 County Fair.

Sign Up HERE

Volunteer at the 2026 Fall Festival!

Volunteer Leaders Symposium 
RSVP HERE 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/12fnn9F60wlZy7wnhGXiVpa_NkTFA3ccu6x0-r_v97eg/edit?gid=1384695812#gid=1384695812
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSesAhB125obafIlSEpw0iYMu1A_Uplax8UY4hIaA8A7Hvg3Fg/viewform


Other Opportunit ies
American Ewe for Youth Program
The Ewe for Youth program will award grant money 
to youth to purchase a new breeding ewe from a 
list of participating breeders. The breeder will also 
serve as a mentor to the participating family. Goal 
of program: To help fund and accelerate new junior 
breeders trying to grow the quality of their breeding 
program and develop mentorship between the new 
breeder and an established breeder.
Applications are due January 1. For more details 
and an application: New Program: Ewes for Youth - 
American Southdown Breeders' Association.

Topic: The Art of Engaging with 4-H Youth
Date: Tuesday, October 13, and/or Thursday, 
October 22
Time: 6:30 – 7:45 p.m.
All Active and Enrolled 4-H volunteers are invited to 
join us to learn and connect as we explore ideas 
and best practices on engaging with our 4-H 
members. We will hear from State 4-H Officers as 
they share their ideas; we’ll share information and 
tools, and there will be time to visit in small 
breakout rooms.
Volunteers need only attend one of the two times 
the training is be ing offered.
Additional details will be shared in September as 
we get closer to the opportunity.
This training does not take the place of new 
volunteer training, required for all new 4-H 
volunteers in El Paso County. These dates will be 
shared shortly!

Colorado State 4-H Fall Online Volunteer Training 
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https://southdownsheep.org/2024/10/18/new-program-ewes-for-youth/?utm_source=marketingcloud&utm_medium=email
https://southdownsheep.org/2024/10/18/new-program-ewes-for-youth/?utm_source=marketingcloud&utm_medium=email


Other Opportunit ies
AYHC Virtual Equine College Fair 
Love horses? Wondering what comes next?
Your passion for horses can lead to more careers—
and more college opportu nities—than you might 
think!
Join us for the Virtual Equine College Fair on 
September 18, 2026, and explore colleges, 
universities, trade schools, and programs from 
across the country— all from wherever you are.
Discover programs in:
• Equine Science & Management
• Animal & Agricultural Science
• Veterinary Medicine & Pre-Vet
• Equine Dentistry & Farrier Science
• Agribusiness & Marketing
• Agricultural Communications
• And many more!
Meet college representatives. Ask questions. Explore 
programs. Find your next step.
Whether you already know exactly what you want 
to study or you're still figur ing it out, this event is 
designed to help you connect your interests with 
real ed ucational and career opportunities.
High school students in grades 9–12 are invited!
Save the date and start exploring where your 
passion for horses could take you.
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Other Opportunit ies
Register HERE
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https://bit.ly/AnimalSurgery2026


Other Opportunit ies
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